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• SWIM IN YOUR PRIVATE POOL • ENJOY HOW QUIET INSIDE
• MINUTES TO SHOPPING, DINING AND BEACHES

The
Matera l

1,491 Liv. S.F.

20 Single-family (1 and 2 story) Courtyard Homes with two or three-car garages and

quaint courtyards for private swimming pools, spas, fire pits, etc., located along E.

Venice Avenue just minutes to downtown Venice and beaches.

ASK ABOUT OUR READY HOMES
FURNISHED MODELS - OPEN DAILY!

902 E. Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
ProGroup-Realty.com • 941.786.9403

Pro Group Realty and Property Management, LLC

Prices, terms, and availability are subject to change. Floor plans, photographs, renderings elevations

and sizes are approximate for presentation purposes only and may vary. MPS DEVELOPMENT AND 

CONSTRUCTION, LLC CGC061063.

$599,900
From

Establish efficient habits

Simple changes like adjusting your
thermostat, turning lights off when you
leave the room and keeping windows
and doors shut when the air condition-
ing is on can go a long way, Glover says.
Installing a smart thermostat, which
automatically adjusts the temperature
based on time, your habits and the sea-
son, can also help, she adds.

Hicks suggests leaving window cov-
erings closed during the day to help
keep the sun’s heat out of your home
and getting a seasonal tuneup to your
air-conditioning system to make sure
it’s working efficiently. Changing your
air filter monthly or quarterly also helps
it run better, she adds.

Make small upgrades

Small home improvement projects,
such as adding or replacing weather
stripping that seals leaks around doors
and windows, can significantly reduce
your energy consumption, Hicks says.
“Walk around your house with a lit can-
dle and if the flame flickers, that’s
where drafts are coming in. That’s a
good candidate for weather stripping,”
she says.

Another simple job involves swap-
ping out incandescent bulbs for LED
light bulbs, which use at least 75% less
energy, according to the Energy De-
partment. “It seems like nothing but
has an enormous impact when we do it
collectively,” Glover says.

Update your appliances

While purchasing new appliances
can be expensive, the investment can
pay off in energy savings, especially

when you select products with the En-
ergy Star certification, a program run
by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. “If you have an old appliance and
you can afford to upgrade to something
energy-efficient, do that,” Glover says,
but notes that you should also prioritize
other home updates such as better in-
sulation.

Tackle home
improvement projects

According to Angi’s State of Home
Spending in 2022 survey, 29% of
homeowners say they plan to add solar
panels to their home within the next
five years. Updating the heating, venti-
lating and air conditioning system, or
HVAC, was another popular choice
(23%). Those kinds of big investments
can pay off over the long run, says
Hicks, who adds that federal income
tax credits are available to help offset
some of those costs.

Installing doors as a barrier to differ-
ent zones in the house can help im-
prove efficiency by letting you control
what gets warm and what stays cool,
says Jonathan Flynn, a senior building
analyst with Home Energy Consultants
in Pleasant Valley, New York, and a cer-
tified Home Energy Rating System rat-
er. “One of the big flaws in most two-
story homes is that there is a stairway
that leads up and no door at the top or
bottom,” he says.

To prevent that energy leakage,
Flynn installed a sliding door at the bot-
tom of the stairs in his own home, but
he recognizes that doing so might not
be practical or desired by all homeown-
ers with open floor plans. Still, he en-
courages homeowners to at least con-
sider making these kinds of changes,
even if they aren’t currently popular.

After all, he adds: “Energy efficiency
work in your home is one of the few in-
vestments you can make that will actu-
ally pay you back.”

Energy
Continued from Page 1I

The venerable Columbia Restaurant
has locations in Sarasota, St. Augustine,
Celebration and Clearwater Beach, and
two smaller cafes in Tampa, and I’ve
eaten at all but two of them.

But when it comes to enjoying chick-
en or fish with an enormous mound of
yellow rice, black-bean soup, warm Cu-
ban bread with the crumbly crust, and,
of course, the olive-laden “1905 Salad,”
there’s nothing like the mothership —
the 1,700-seat, block-long “Gem of
Spanish Restaurants” in Tampa.

Each location has delightful spaces,
but none of them do more than echo the
Ybor City location’s authentic, Spanish-
inspired architecture. Each dining room
is different, and the nightly (except Sun-

day) Flamenco music performances
only add to the atmosphere.

Casimiro Hernandez Sr. started the
restaurant on Seventh Avenue in 1905,
and the Columbia has been in operation
ever since. He expanded the restaurant
in 1919.

“The original building was much
smaller. We began as a small, 60-seat
café in 1905,” said Angie Geml, Columbia
Restaurant Group’s marketing and pub-
lic relations manager. “But we actually
started in our original part of the build-
ing in 1903, when (Hernandez) opened
the Saloon Columbia on Dec. 17, 1903,
the same day that the Wright Brothers
took flight. In 1905, the Saloon Columbia
became the Columbia Café. So the
building was there in 1903.”

FLORIDA BUILDINGS I LOVE

The Columbia Restaurant, on Seventh Avenue in Ybor City, dates to 1905. HAROLD BUBIL PHOTOS/SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE

No. 67: Columbia Restaurant, 1903-05, Tampa
Harold Bubil Real Estate Editor Emeritus

Sarasota Herald-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

The Columbia Restaurant’s neon sign in Ybor City. 

See COLUMBIA, Page 3I
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Lakewood Ranch
941.907.2000

Palmer Ranch
941.556.2150

Sarasota
941.225.7355

Venice
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 Osprey 
$5,000,000 

112 Osprey Point Dr. 
A4564864

Sania Allen 941-266-7829

 Sarasota 
$4,630,000 

4526 Bay Shore Rd 
A4551985

Rudi Weiss 941-284-1013

 Porto Vista Venice 
$1,975,000 

501 N Tamiami Trail Ut D 602 
N6127468

Barbara Saputo 941-223-8990 
Ellen Carrell 239-223-3181

 Holmes Beach 
$1,650,000 

502 59th St 
A4565819

Kelly Lerman 603-714-8173

 Sarasota 
$1,650,000 

1711 Kenilworth Street 
Sarasota 34231 

A4563295
Bev Murray 941-724-4995

LUXURY LUXURY LUXURY LUXURY LUXURY

 Sarasota
$1,299,000 

5238 Winding Way
A4569996

Julianna Burns 941-800-7653

 Sarasota
$1,250,000 

9477 Cedar Ridge Ln
A4572617

Vicki Reilly 941-266-5962

 Lakewood Ranch
$995,000 

7036 Whittlebury Trail
A4560242

Donna Wrobel 941-518-7950

 Sarasota
$995,000 

1191 Coquille St #307
A4565815

Annabel Serio 941-894-7929

 Landings Treehouse
$840,000 

1489 Landing Lakes Dr. #34
A4574930

Roxane Solowey 941-350-2436

Sarasota
$814,900 

2773 Harvest Dr.
A4574511

Paula Shaheen 941-315-6771

 Port Charlotte
$675,000 

14042 San Domingo Blvd.
N6127427

Pam Copeland  941-716-2644

 Bradenton
$564,900 

5919 53rd Lane East
A4562473

Kathleen DuPont 941-350-4995

 Tamaron
$545,000 

4160 Eastwood Dr
A4574842

Cheri Ivarsson 941-928-3820

 Sarasota
$539,900 

1304 Burgos Drive
A4569709

Jerry Richter 941-224-1350

 Venice Palms
$524,900 

194 Venice Palms Blvd
N6127480

Tamara Loeber  941-275-2876

 River Dance
$509,900 

808 3rd Ave. W. #309
A4575638

Faith Michael 941-356-8862

 Parrish
$455,000 

11319 82nd Street East
A4571332

Marty Garcia 941-920-3385

 Sarasota
$429,000 

4481 Atwood Cay #16
A4561000

Ellen Wilson 704-651-6322 
Craig Wilson 704-607-8657

Gran Paradiso  Venice
$419,000 

20234 Lagente Circle
N6126342

Tamara Loeber   941-275-2876

Palmetto
$399,990 

4608 Birdsong Drive
A4559708

Judy Athari 941-500-4606

Lakewood Ranch
$319,000 

8908 White Sage Loop #2903
A4562187

Kimberly Young 941-302-9820

 Port Charlotte
$287,000 

19588 Carob Court
N6127478

Ronnie Campbell  941-223-8170

LUXURY PENDING LUXURY LUXURY LUXURY

My most recent meal was in the Patio
Dining Room, a grand space with a bal-
cony that wraps around a double-height
space, putting diners on two levels. That
part of the building was constructed in
1937 under the direction of Casimiro
Hernandez Jr., who became the owner
when his father died in 1930. He worked
with architect Ivo de Minicis of Rimini,
Italy.

“Resembling a courtyard like the
ones found in Andalucia, the south of
Spain, it is surrounded by a balcony,
with a colorful mosaic-tiled fountain
with the ‘Love and the Dolphin’ statue in
the middle,” Geml wrote in an email.
“The statue is a replica of a sculpture
found in the ruins of Pompeii. A glass
skylight was installed, giving the room a
wonderful bright and sunny look during
the day, and an enchanted glow at
night.”

Ivo de Minicis had a broad knowledge
of Italian and Spanish architecture, ac-
cording to a cookbook published by the
Columbia. The younger Hernandez had
never been in Spain, but “he soaked up
photographs and descriptions of Sevilla
and its architecture. Of all Spanish cit-
ies, it most resembled Ybor City. Casi-
miro Jr. wanted to create a dining room
that resembled an open Sevillano patio,
surrounded by a balcony, with a big
fountain in the middle.”

Hernandez Jr. added music and Fla-
menco dancing as he made the restau-

rant more elegant. He also built the Don
Quixote Room, the first air-conditioned
dining room in Tampa.

More recently, the Gonzmart family
has owned and operated the restaurant.
Adela Hernandez, daughter of Carmen
and Casimiro Jr. and co-author of the
cookbook, married Cesar Gonzmart in
1946, and they took over the restaurant
in 1953 from her father, whose health
was failing, according to the history on
the restaurant’s website. Adela, a con-
cert pianist, and Cesar were profession-
al musicians before becoming restaura-
teurs.

Columbia
Continued from Page 2I

The front of the Columbia Restaurant Restaurant faces 7th Avenue in Ybor City.
ROD MILLINGTON/SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE

The Patio Dining Room, with a balcony that wraps around a double-height space,
putting diners on two levels at the original Columbia Restaurant in Ybor City.
That part of the building was constructed in 1937 under the direction of Casimiro
Hernandez Jr., who became the owner when his father died in 1930. He worked
with architect Iv de Minicis of Rimini, Italy. COURTESY OF COLUMBIA RESTAURANT GROUP

The Patio Dining Room, a grand space with a balcony that wraps around a
double-height space, putting diners on two levels at the original Columbia
Restaurant in Ybor City. COURTESY OF COLUMBIA RESTAURANT

Beautiful tile art adorn the walls of
Columbia Restaurant. ROD MILLINGTON/
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